INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 


SUBMITTED TO: 


This report pertains to an investigation of 


CWGC Canadian Aqencv 


the identification of the burial location, or 


66 Slater Street 


headstone markings, of a member of the 


Suite 1707 


Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 


Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 


during the Great War 1 914-1921 . 


Att: Dominique Boulais 



Report Date: 23 December 2015 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 



Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Confirmed Identity 


X 


Burial Location Identified 


X 


Most Probable Identity 




Grave Stone Correction 


X 


Questionable Identity 




Grave Records Correction 


X 


Incorrect Identity 




Request for CWGC Details 




Other 




Other 





Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 



Casualty Identification: Burial Information: 


Kelly, Edward 


i 


Pozieres British Cemetery 


link 


2 nd Infantry Battalion 


i 


Ovillers-La-Boisselle France 


i 


Sergeant #23081 


i 


Plot 4 Row Q Grave 37 


i 


Date of Death 9/9/1916 


link 


Date of Burial 26/6/1919 


i 


Attestation Papers 


link 


Cemetery Schematic 


link 


Service Record 


n/a 


Graves Registration Report 


7 


Circumstance of Death 


1 


Concentration of Grave 


8 


CEF Canada Register 


2 


Headstone Register 




War Diary Extract(s) 


3 


Casualty Spreadsheet 




Area Map(s) 


4 


Trench Map Exhumation 




Trench Map(s) 


5 


Grave Stone Photograph 




Possible Candidates List 


6 


Grave Stone Inscription 




Excluded Candidates List 




Memorial Inscription/Photo 




Other 




Reporting and Review 


9 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 4 Row Q Grave 37 lists an Unknown 
Sergeant of the 2 nd Canadian Battalion. 

There are ten (10) Sergeants of the 2 nd Canadian Battalion listed on the Vimy Memorial 
but only one (1 ) of these is for a Sergeant lost near Courcelette, France in 1 91 6. All 
other Sergeants of the 2 nd Battalion are excluded. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 4 Row Q Grave 37 are those of 
Sergeant Edward L, Kelly #23801 of the 2 nd Infantry Battalion, 1 st Infantry Brigade, 1 st 
Division of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 

For the record, we also note that subsequent to our independent investigation of this 
case we discovered that Norm Christie also suggested this link in Volume 3 Page 120 of 
his 2013 text “Sacred Places: Canadian Cemeteries of the Great Wad. There is no 
information as to whether that was submitted to the CWGC or if any supporting 
documentation, as included here, was submitted. The commemoration record for 
Sergeant Kelly has not been modified by the CWGC. 

Our findings are based on the following: 

1 . Sergeant Kelly was reported killed in action in the attack south west of 
Courceiette, France on September 9, 1916 and there was no record of his burial 
(Attachment #1). 

2. The remains of Sergeant Kelly were not recorded as knowingly found and buried 
in a registered grave during the war or in the battlefield clearing and 
concentrations after the armistice. As such, his name was recorded on the Vimy 
Memorial as a soldier of the Great War with no known grave (Attachment #2). 

3. The 2 nd Canadian Infantry Battalion was in the front line trenches of Courceiette 
in the Bapaume Sector on September 9, 1 916. There were a number of 
casualties, particularly from heavy machine gun fire from the direction of 
Martinpuich. During the action on the 9 th and 10 th there were 43 “Other Ranks” 
killed and 142 wounded (Attachment #3”). 

4. The 1 st Infantry Brigade of the 1 st Canadian Division was in the area of 
Courceiette on September 9, 1916 and in the area around Pozieres, Courceiette 
and Martinpuich. All of this was in anticipation of major action to take place the 
following week to capture the village of Courceiette (Attachment #4). 

5. The area where the remains of the Sergeant of the 2 nd Infantry Battalion were 
exhumed are shown on a period trench map at 57d.R35.d, which is the main 
area between Pozieres and Courceiette (Attachment #5). 

6. There are only ten (1 ) Sergeants of the 2 nd Infantry Battalion listed on the Vimy 
Memorial, signifying that they have no known grave. There is only one (1 ) 
Sergeant listed for 1916 and thus there is no question as to the identity of the 
Sergeant lost at Courceiette, France in September 1916. Eight (8) of the missing 
Sergeants were lost in 1917 and one (1 ) in 1 91 8 (Attachment #6). 

7. The remains of the Sergeant of the 2 nd Infantry Battalion are shown on the 
“Graves Registration Report Form” (GRRF) to have been buried in Plot 4 Row Q 
Grave 37 of the Pozieres British Cemetery (Attachment #7). 
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8. The “Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Re-burials) Burial Report” 
(COG-BR) is clear that the remains were recovered at 57d.R35.d, as were the 
remains of Private W. James #18512, also of the 2 nd Infantry Battalion, recorded 
as lost at the same location (Attachment #8). The recovery of the remains of 
Private James provides confirmation of the presence of the 2 nd Canadian Infantry 
Battalion at that location. 



Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

The evidence is clear that the remains that were recovered at 57d.R35.d and buried in 
Plot 4 Row Q Grave 37 of the Pozieres British Cemetery are those of Sergeant Edward 
L. Kelly #23081 of the 2 nd Canadian Infantry Battalion, 1 st Brigade, 1 st Division, 
Canadian Expeditionary Force. The commemoration details for Sergeant Kelly should 
be amended to represent these findings. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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ATTACHMENT #2 



Number 33081 Rank Sgt Name KJSlXiX.. 

Unit .2nd .. ■k&t.tli Next-of-Kin:- 

F.le No. R.L 2.4. ^ ifcjiJhji 



r* / € *? 



Date of Death 



Cause and Place of Death 



Cas. Sheet no. 



9-9-16 



Date of Burial 



Killed in Action 



Place of Bi 




iilLi. GUta 



V'MY* 



' AL 



4 t > 



A 468 



Description op Grave 



Authority on U. L. s6>- y*. 

iJj r 

ity on R.L.' J.S t D-l/f. 



Au 
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ATTACHMENT #3 



(■•tract ionM regarding W iu- Diaries and Intelligence 
Sommarira are contained in F.8. lU-m . Part II 
and Use Staff Manual respectively. Title PoRn 
wiD bm prepared in manuscript. 



. | 

WAR DIARY - j^U. 4 CcL . Cs A&iAN ~B * Anny Porn. C 2118 . 

Instruction* regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or U _ J- J , _ . /-/ 

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 'T ~ V 

w,n (-w** In nanuecri^ (Erase heading not required). SfPTfM/ 3 £R / ^ / £,. 

Date Hour Summary of Events and Information. 9 Remark* 

1 ! _ ** reference 

- - . a/,/i ^ Mj jJi 

^ ~ JuCejJjy. vVUJ.JouA. . ^lueyoeyU. 

— -•*» - <3)~ax^9 -ZZ» -aaa. zJcaa^Zc* -ian aAv -t*^**^ rJoeuahJtf 



3EJ Vaunt t/d'iL. 

- oio - k/j/iL 

_ 0 C 0 - /4/i 

_ «u - A<& 1 . 

- *a - ,6/1. 



^jtajJuA vCAXA^*V< . t 

S -cCaa^K**. ^ JJ. , Ut j . <a)~A^9 -"--l ^4.“. 2fc*A^Zt» yy^AA. y~v *44jpvuuy rp/tylL^ug rUAyR. r£ea^rgjfl 

f.*' , '°fb^ aR,+x~-*u*i-. Sa au ~e,jbn. -tv-uc .a / a* . 

O^TVJ tLlpXS. io A,-., ~~ rf. ■ ~< -^wW. -4 Z&A^.^tc -~ ■£*•*-<:.' W»«. TU Lmuisute. ' /., 

S *“"*“* JJ ias afi ^tUj^Zu,. S^M^.c>~~^k. M 

S^U^L )ree-Lyy^ Jyoy&yes. <rj Xm oj?. JoeeMaA, yudet ■ SUa^Ej^ -nyrtin^jL. 

Jo^pJIaa. jkwA . aZaM,..,. l^r d J> %yyJJy^ r/ A<JT> 0^. . /yj 

Jy - f-J , !ju<x . UjLmaJ. yyvAyy^q 4 j^Ayyy.Jy.li , rJyJilly. A*A* /a* A. . jyy.U.., U^UoytyJ. iJ syA.. . A f -tityyyylt* rrlyy.1 (W 

4 JrrAtyy Xa. Jy « ■■ » •■• ./ A Jr~Ja*aiuuU~t . Jr,, 

plw^/ ,-s^ aU~Ac~<.*-u-1<^.~7z~. sAdrAJUL M - 

■6—^. ,«i c.,.<*L~+. ^ A***, 

a^,. C *r~j»UU<jL /.J5^. UXW -xKAt^sL -ckU^> <~ *<kZCF^ t. 

J.^U, A^UV.«.,.< 0<f T...I.] L-,U^ , <uJ. W Iwolli. i,15^,<«t A^- 

-Ua *-■ -A" T****^ 4 ' 

J~. ~ -LrUJrU JU S,^^. >~~l -4U*. t.tf K l~a,t . w ~ 

■OjA^.. 6 >i.,r. ^ 

1^5. <^Ju XTMHCll' aJ^t. LL-a^LjL -tU ^ *Aaa<J. ^ <»/ 

A*lu., -OyyyL 1 t.yl f l * AJl4ft AHA. 5".^ ■//#"-, 0 ^ 

ly 0. C, tlsr. . i.'.. f-lCayA.- V'Awtitff.WATt" « ) A 3J.O.. AALc iMaX. pljeAvt Iua. 



d. acZcuc««C itu 9-UmeaaA, /)UuA^/-A<^a^«Uu( sjubL. v*M*£\. ' 7**“ - J '' f ''' i *^ < - 

1 0. g. Q/Ta t i c'icV~ r : tu^ ('-4l+j*r Vhn Ji rff,WAT£« ) A 3i.O., 'cjimJ^KJu^ tLixL objl*£*A. 'Cs~J. -l-U.^. 
« P"*». * *. t'.ooo 7/i* ~ j - - — 



Instruction* reRanlini; War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in P.8. Regs.. Part II 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pime« 
will be prepared in manuscript. 



Place. 


Date 


TmtnCHt t. 
BiPSomC St»^r) 


9/)/»l 


— ^ - 


/o/V'Z 


V//»ffAoy 

jrgHC /a~R*1£L 


-M. 

<««/! 

/V<?/i 


— cU - 
at. orMkiitN. 


-‘/V/. 

'^/i 


iAK+*nvuLE t 


^/i 


KlCRflUDl/ 





WAR DIARY C^AA. < 3 aa^. £flrtAD//>N T 5 »tt- Araiy Form C 2118 . 

or ^ A^r JJjt. UML ataA/. o/ 

LIGENCE SUMMARY ^ / //- \ 

iac hctuliiuj not required). SEPTEMBER I Q I U (Cornmto), 



INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY ; 

(Erase heading not required). 

Summary of Events and Information. 



•gw-^xsA, -xa^cL y j^+lyt*. t^cll -c*^. L . tCtUted. - . , '/ r^TTTT/ V . /*. > ? 

*,fl. Avt ZU -doyoUdar. trj Mn R J ,* Pa IOU eanJIrrUdaUii^ ^^ULUaUI e, ^ 

A ~^~? jrrUorqe- - tl SSt OSy<U. . ^ ^ 

t eor~lr~~ye-j AvA rtyy Sia! yoypAoL --^ E^V^urrii , Ar«A A. fureJXar. / O. Oj 

“BonniHC “PoXT rr~ <tJt -d\*AJ*e« 1^4 . QnJ^UJr*. ^kaJjJLj Or^C^. 

^ Jffj '..^ , «UA_e(. # ^XbLr u_«jd! tcUA«-j aJ^LHix^ <vea vtt*^ 

nA«A laJ(X~e >W-»Ja.-a-3UA.. 0«a rn^CMM^ea^JiuL ejjyj^ly 
Ju~X~q -4 Zyjy. O^A. W, A^U. ,~ ~a &a^a a: -^- 

fe£ B irt3£l 

*»hU-. <<^ulw oV wts-^sU) A^JxA -/is&MtzL, /*/«a Ayo^tUJ.. ~ . J/i 

_jjp-- -<UL «a<rc»ia.oe. -CA^ /. S^D ^A~\ <W. h£*A*Xc*L £> W*(*LO'i. J .7 

eL 2JJU. ~L M* F**Ht cU-Vo^L. Anuot.. 

•mJ-trrt. -Mju*. AA^pttJ^ ■ [fy 

'■RJIl A-o. l.loU^- DC M«'t*rV. I 

ptJ^+Lk-~.~JL COHTM 6>4uu* _ ^< — ^ C rfH**™-** - 

VtA^ <^A. . . Uy 

D . y i f . . j . A 'S/iieHFteLOi pAaa*. *tk*. *rLrb- f -J 

Errd^s yt> ^ 00 ^. . ^ ^ ^ 

l^hKj^qdhuU. i-VrmoLuZ. A 

KujUZlu^ <uu*»U..~t S.*c /It-.. £ ^ • 1 

■° l - { * Armies eevOV . A«Us<. \J*A^.J /^taci^y Ohji. ' 



Remark* and 
reference* to 
Appendices 



Sergeant Kelly 



Page 6 



Pozieres Plot 4 Row Q Grave 37 





COURCELETTE 



ATTACHMENT #4 



o 



< 

5 
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Reprocuced by Army Survey Fstubiishimsnt Complied and drawn by Historical Section Q.S. 



ATTACHMENT #5 
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ATTACHMENT #7 



4-8-2o w COMPREHENSIVE REPORT. 

A £ ^Arniy Fun^vV. 3872. 

W GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 



^Army For^V 



4-jf 



y Commune;- refe'IERB&T 



\ 3 



REPORT No. 

Ja.. s. 












PLACE OF BURIAL P 

Map Reference 57d . X. 9 . b kJ. 
The following are buried here : — 



§•14- 
RS B • C • 






SCHEDULE No. iffijC-' 




lleginieut 



No. 



r 



? 2/ Can. Bn. 
” K.O.S.B. 

6l/Can.Bn. 
‘ 22/-do- 
C 12/D. L. I. 



-do- 

u6a3$s\ lane/ 7 

tSfirSTa/ 

QATiXOI? 

BJO C XXi 



22/C.E.F. 

*-•> CHnab!/)^ 7 

26/*do- 




£ ' /¥ ■ » Lane ft 



c .. ft i lM . 



120145 
45895 

112081 

' S To 8c ) 



S/ T Lanc^ . 



9/Y & L's.B. Coy. 19210 






//^C/Gordons . /£750 



I 



D of Wells. 






H. L. I * 



/Wsh Regt. 

-dc- 

* 

, C/122 Bde.l^.F.A 



.7384 

£6435 

73192 

4028 



Name 



UNKNOWN 



/ 

NICHOLSON 

McDonald . _ 

Tts. wnasj* 

TT •» Tir \ T/\ TlffcT 

* tt ir iTTr 1 arm 
V MltlwTTiT 



Rank 

anil Initials 



SGT. 
SOLDIER 
H. 

FTE.'if.'X' 

PTE. T. 



$® 8 gm y/ 



PTE. A. 

- T. 

HQiAlSti 






U.B.S . 

O'NEIL ■/ 
UNKNOWN 
McMEEKEjrt. 
ELLIS ' 
KNIGHT 
WATTS v. 



PTE.W. 
SGT. <X 

PTE.F. 

SOLDIER 



PTE.G. 

1% BttP 

T.J «, 

j.s*4 



dvr.w.c.: 



Date 
of Death 



q- q -/£> 

/ • fO-rb 

24-9-16 

l to - -lb 

• tq -/k 

/S ■ /o/&> 



Er 



ftMs/sM/' 









U CH3EO 



/S 

22- S- 

ZS- 2'/8 

-18 



£ J*-8- 



Dross Erected 
or G. R. TJ’d. 



ALL 

Crosses 

s/ri/iix 

’ected. 



'past. 

' 7 “'gig 



RED^ r/f/ 

KED.^ 



* it fill tp 



44: 

lu4s/ 



46i 



47* 

48^ 



/. 



% 49 - 
50. 

51^ 

^52^ 






*T 



. » 1 5) Wll«8-riS3 15000 10/17 H\YV(F117) Furni«/\V3S72/8 

•" 1 -_l'US 70.000 l/L J k - 



■ 
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ATTACHMENT #9 



This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1914-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 


Report Author 
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